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Notes from the Pastor…  

There is a proverb, “April showers bring May 

flowers.” We did get a lot of rain in April, and 

hopefully, our spring and summer will be more lush 

because of it. 

But that saying expresses a truth not just about the weather at this 

time of year. The college student Bible study has been reading 

through the First and Second letters of Peter, and one important 

lesson we read there is that the struggles we go through are always 

for a purpose, a purpose planned by our Lord and God. 

It is most explicit in this verse, 1 Peter 4:13 (ESV) But rejoice 

insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice 

and be glad when his glory is revealed. 

On the last Sunday in April, the Fourth Sunday of Easter, which is 

also called “Jubilate” or rejoicing Sunday, I pointed out that we are 

able to have JOY in the hardships and suffering and crosses we 

face as Christians, and that theme is present in every writer of the 

New Testament. 

James 1:2 (ESV) Count it all joy, 

my brothers, when you meet trials 

of various kinds, 

And Paul: Romans 5:3 (ESV) Not 

only that, but we rejoice in our 

sufferings, 

Paul and Barnabas encouraged the 
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churches they were visiting with words like these, “We must 

through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” 

Is that encouragement? I suppose it is, because we all face it and 

go through it. And when we KNOW God is with us, it is very 

helpful to remember. 

We have all been through tough times lately, but of course that has 

been the situation for all Christians at all times. Remembering our 

history is important. 

Mount Olive is getting ready to celebrate our 

100th anniversary. On May 2, 1921, Mount 

Olive was incorporated in the state of 

Minnesota, and 16 months later, we began 

worshipping in the Eastern side of Duluth. 

Over the next 16 months we will be 

remembering that, and rejoicing in God’s presence with us, 

through good times and difficult times. 

In Jesus Christ our Lord,  

 

Pastor Robert Franck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ascension Day Worship 

Thursday, 

May 13th @ 6:30 pm 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
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Notes from the Board of Elders… 

The Board of Elders met on April 19, 2021.  

The meeting opened with a prayer by Pastor.  

Pastor gave his report, which included new 
members and transfers, confirmation 
schedule, an upcoming wedding, as well as an 
upcoming vacation.  

The treasury report was gone over as now 25 percent of the 
year has passed, we have a base to see how the year is going. 
March income was just slightly higher than out going funds. 
Our new eGiving donation system is up and 
running and being utilized by a few people.  

The Heating issues are now fixed. The radiator in the library is 
no longer leaking, the actuators in the fellowship hall are 
changed out, and the variable pressure pump is installed on the 
boiler.  

The leak in the library did do damage to the carpet, 
and to at least one of the bookshelves. We will call 
the insurance company about a claim to replace the 
carpet and the bookshelf.  

The women’s room downstairs is no longer leaking we believe 
we have found the problem, and will now replace the ceiling 
tile and one light fixture that were damaged.  

Due to COVID and the light usage of the church over the past 
winter we did not feel we needed to organize a big spring 
cleanup this year. 

Meeting ended with the Lord's Prayer.  

Tim Jezierski  
Chairman Board of Elders 
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Looking for some help …  

Grant Writer 

We found out this spring our elevator is 

in need of two things. One is a code 

upgrade that is mandatory and must 

be completed within 5 years. The other 

is an upgrade of the electronic panel that 

runs the elevator. The existing one is working well, but the parts 

are no longer made. They have become obsolete. They figure the 

parts will be available for about 5 years, as the model we have is 

very common so many parts are in the supply chain. The bad news 

is the cost of both of these items. The code upgrade is 

about 20,000 dollars, and the panel upgrade is about 

50,000 dollars.  The good new is if we do the panel 

upgrade the code upgrade is included. So naturally 

we want to do the panel upgrade, and not spend 

money to do both. 

I am looking for someone who would look into the availability of 

grants that may be out there that would help offset part of the cost 

of this upgrade. I have heard that there are ADA grants out there 

for many projects that help the disabled. Maybe our project would 

qualify for some of these grants.  

The other Item I would like someone to look for grants for is a 

defibrillator for both upstairs and downstairs of the church. If you 

would like to help with these projects please contact me.  

Thank you,  

Tim Jezierski 

Chairman, Board of Elders 

218-940-3849 

 
 

Next Board of Elders Meeting – 
May 17th 
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Mt. Olive 100th Anniversary - 2022 

While Mount Olive will be 

celebrating its 100th anniversary in 

2022, our church’s history actually 

began 100 years ago this month, in 

May 1921. A group of Lutherans 

living in eastern Duluth met together 

and founded a new congregation to 

serve families in the East End, then 

called Old Duluth. Being so far 

removed from St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church in West Duluth 

made church attendance difficult for them. The following 

information describing this organizational meeting is taken from 

Mount Olive’s 25th and 50th anniversary booklets: 

On May 2, 1921, under the guidance of Pastor Walter A. Sievers 

of St. Stephen’s, a meeting was held with a number of East End 

folks at the August Luedtke home at 1231 East Superior Street. At 

that meeting a motion was made by Dr. Eric Ericson and seconded 

by Mr. Herbert Krause that a constitution and bylaws be adopted. 

Another motion, made by Mr. August Luedtke and seconded by 

Mr. Engvald Olsen, stated that the congregation be organized 

under the name of Mount Olive Evangelical English Lutheran 

Church. 

Charter members were Eric Ericson, Charles F.W. Korth, Herbert 

Krause, Louis Lohmann, August C. Luedtke, Engvald R. Olsen, 

Arthur Schuett, Charles Schuett, John Tonius, Edward J. Wigg, 

and William Zinther. These men, their wives, and several 

confirmed children, together with a few older and younger women, 

married and unmarried, constituted the original communicant 

membership of the congregation. 

Since the new congregation had no place in which to worship in 

the East End, these members continued as part of the “mother 

church,” St. Stephen’s in the west. More than a year elapsed before 

a house of worship would be ready for the new congregation. 
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News from the Office… 

Happy May everyone!  Thank the Good 

Lord for all the blessings bestowed upon 

us this month.  

I need to apologize for the condition of 

last month’s newsletter.  I would like to say I purposely played an 

April’s Fool’s joke on you, but alas it was a copying error.  What is 

that old saying? “Measure twice and cut once”; mine should be 

“copy once and check twice”!   

I want to Thank all the Volunteers and Helpers this Lent season. 

Special thanks to Arden and Carol Weaver for the new pew 

ribbons in the sanctuary; it looks much nicer.  I would also like to 

Thank everyone who allocates money to Thrivent; what a blessing 

to be able to use those funds for the church.  Thank you! 

Our Lord and Savior has indeed Risen and we are Glad of it!!   

This month is another month of special events: Mothers’ Day, 

Ascension Day (May13th ), Pentecost, Armed Forces Day and 

Memorial Day.  

We are also combining June/July newsletters, so the deadline is  

May 20. I hope this gives everyone enough time to gather 

volunteers! Thank you in advance. 

The office will be closed on Memorial Day, May 31st. 

Finally, Happy Mother’s Day  

to all Mt. Olive Mothers! 

Thank you for all the mothering you do! 
 
Your Servant in Christ,  
Julie 
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Circle News: 
The May schedule is as follows: 

• Lydia Circle, Rebecca Circle, LWML will 

begin meeting when restrictions are lifted. 

*All meetings are at the church unless otherwise indicated.   

Feel free to call the office for information. 

 
The next MITES offering will be May 2nd  

Thank you so much for your generous 
support! 

 THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on 

the first Sunday of the month at the end of the service. The collection box 

will be next to the exit of the church.  Watch the bulletin monthly inserts 

regarding the distribution of the monies collected.  

The mites collected on April 4 by the LWML totaled $74.17, with a 
year-to-day total of $393.37. The mites that are collected fund 

mission grants voted on by the district and national LWML.  
The LWML thanks you!

 
 

MISSION GRANTS REPORT A total amount 
of $17,200 in mites for LWML MN North 
grants was raised this past quarter. The 

Mission Grant Committee recommended, and 
the BOD approved, the payment of grant 
allocations as follows: $5,000 for Scholarships for Full-Time 

Church Work Students, $3,000 for Doxology Pastoral Care and 
Wellbeing, $3,500 for Project 24 Christ’s Care for Children-Kenya, 
$3,000 for LSF Haiti-Jacmel Lutheran Home and Center of Refuge 

Orphanage, and $2,700 for Connecting People in an inclusive 
Christian Housing Community. The chart below details the 

current balance remaining for the 2020-2022 biennium.  
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Sunday, May 2, 2021 

Congregational Prayer - Heavenly Father, 

someone we know needs Your mercy. 

Someone we know needs 

forgiveness. Someone we know doesn’t 

know you as their Savior. Give us opportunity 

we pray, to share the good news of Your 

love with them. Open their hearts and minds 

to receive this message. Lord in Your 

mercy. 

 

Prayer for SOMEONE YOU KNOW who doesn’t know Jesus as Savior, or who 

has drifted away from church 

               https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/someone-you-know 

 
 

https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/someone-you-know
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National Day of Prayer, 

 May 6, 2021 - PRAY FOR AMERICA 

The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance held on the 

first Thursday of May, inviting people of all faiths to pray for 

the nation. It was created in 1952 by a joint resolution of the 

United States Congress and signed into law by President Harry 

S. Truman.  

Many Christians are unaware that they live in a nation that 

has a law in place requiring our President proclaim a 

National Day of Prayer each year on the first Thursday in 

May.  

The President shall issue each year a proclamation designating the 

first Thursday in May as a National Day of Prayer on which the 

people of the United States may turn to God in prayer and 

meditation at churches, in groups, and as individuals. (Public Law 

105-225) 

 

Introducing the National Day of Prayer 2021 Theme: 

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

As citizens and residents of the United States and as believers in 

Christ Jesus, we not only have a spiritual responsibility 

according to 1 Timothy 2:1-2 to pray, but a civic duty as well to 

heed our President’s call to stand in the gap for our nation. Who 

but God’s people have the ability to enter into the very throne 

room of Heaven with prayers and petitions! 
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Mission Sunday is May 16 

The Gideons International 

The Gideons International, founded in 1899, serves as an extended 

missionary arm of the church and is the oldest association of 

Christian businessmen and professional men in the United States 

of America.  

Changing Lives for more than 100 Years 

The Gideons International started distributing the Word of God in 

1908. Today, we have more than 300,000 members—and an untold 

number of supporters—in 200 countries, territories and possessions 

across the globe. These dedicated individuals give their time and 

money to make it possible for others to learn about the love of God by 

giving them access to His Word. In fact, we have placed or distributed 

more than 2 billion Bibles and New Testaments around the world . . . 

and counting.  

 

Around the World . . .  

• There are over 300,000 Gideons and Auxiliary members (wives 

of Gideons) in more than 11,900 local groups worldwide.  

• More than 2 billion Bibles and New Testaments have been 

distributed worldwide through The Gideons International since 

1908. 

• The distribution of our first billion Scriptures by Gideon 

members spanned 93 years (1908 to 2001). Distribution of our 

second billion was attained in less than 14 years. 

• More than 88 million copies of God's Word were distributed last 

year.  

• On average, more than two copies of God's Word are distributed 

per second. 

• Over one million Bibles and New Testaments are distributed 

every 4 days. 

 
A freewill offering will go to help support their scripture 

distribution program.  Thank you for supporting this ministry!   
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From The Island 

Spring is upon us and we are ready to 

 joyfully roll out camp season 2021! 

Campers represent all generations and attend many events 

beyond the traditional summer camps throughout the year.  

We count on the regular donations of our supporters to allow 

us to continue to operate.  The donated funds also allow for 

our ability to extend the work of the kingdom in a remarkable 

environment.  We provide an opportunity to enhance the 

ministry of the LCMS churches with Christ centered 

programming here at the Island. 

The Camp says Thank You for your generosity in  

supporting this Ministry! 

  

Men of Christ 
Men’s Retreat at Lutheran Island Camp 

May 14-16, 2021 
To register use this form or go online at 

www.islandcamp.org 
or by emailing us at register@islandcamp.org 

or call 218-583-2905 

 
Junior Counselors Wanted! 

Junior Counselors at Lutheran Island Camp serve under the Cabin 
Counselors, assisting them in their daily activities with the campers. 
Junior Counselors also have the opportunity to help in the kitchen! We 
are looking for energetic and Jesus loving teenagers, ages 15-18, to 
participate in this incredible experience. 
 

If you are interested in the Junior Counselor Program please fill out 
the application form below and return it, along with a pastoral letter of 
recommendation, to licprogram@islandcamp.org or drop it off at 
the main office. The deadline for Summer 2021 applications is 
May 8th. 

 
 

http://www.islandcamp.org/
mailto:register@islandcamp.org
mailto:licprogram@islandcamp.org
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Graduation Celebrations 

Mt. Olive doesn’t have members graduating this 

year, but if you know of other graduates in you 

families, be sure to call the office to let us 

know!   We would love to put them in the 

June/July newsletter and pray God's blessing 

upon their future plans.  Thank You! 

 

Mt. Olive 100th Anniversary - 2022 

Mt. Olive is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary in 2022!  We will be  
recognizing this special time with 
multiple events to be planned by our 
Anniversary Committee.  These events 
can include but not be limited to worship 

services, concerts and exhibits of historical artifacts, etc.   
The anniversary will be here before we know it! If you would 
like to participate please contact Pastor Franck.   

 

All Mt. Olive Members:  

Crosses Needed!  We would like to create a wall of 

crosses in the office area between the two offices.  

Anyone with a cross they would like to contribute; just 

bring it to the office.  We would like them to be at 

least 4 inches long.  If you have any questions please 

contact Elizabeth and Rachel Franck.  Thank you to all 

who contribute! 

 

Ascension Day Worship 

Thursday, 

May 13th @ 6:30 pm 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission 
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving 
Offering goes to it every year.  It has grown steadily in 
number of users over this last year.   

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the 
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can 
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  
 

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, 
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned 
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 
 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229 
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles) 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles) 
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles) 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles) 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles) 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles) 
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles) 
2020 total served = 133 (1Bible) 
 
Total served thru April = 28 (2 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 

Room. 
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National Lutheran Choir 

Save the Date for Light Dawns 
 

Join us on May 23 for a virtual 
gathering of music, festivities, 
and community to support the 
National Lutheran Choir!  

While we typically host a gala 

at the end of each season, we 

have chosen to assemble a 

virtual event again this year as 

COVID-19 continues to impact 

our community. Light Dawns 

will feature musical 

performances, a review of NLC’s past year, check-ins with 

singers, and more. Gather your close friends and enjoy this 

event from the comfort of your own home as we celebrate what 

NLC has been able to accomplish and what we will achieve in 

the coming season.  We encourage you to share the Light Dawns 

event with friends and family and help us continue to bring 

sacred choral music to all. Come celebrate with us on May 23!  

 

Armed Forces Day is May 15th 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fye3dpi%2Fymxma2%2F6sfr95b&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd896ae5ca6ad4386288508d8f53c6fa8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637528987207958306%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=anWmHQ2Tu21rxOd6YyqM2PHjfXkONMlmfd1FOufqGKY%3D&reserved=0


18  Highlights May 2021 

 

 

 

 

Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR Channel 6, Duluth.  MY 

SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

for the Duluth region televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MY 

SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a locally produced, 

regionally recognized TV program with a message for the 

world. The service includes a 30-minute worship service led 

by participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our 

LCMS.  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday 

at 9:30 a.m. Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable 

and satellite systems carrying these stations.  

May 2 
Pastor Matt Kohl  
Our Redeemer Lutheran – Cloquet, MN 

May 9 
Pastor Arleigh vonDeggern 

May 16                                                                 
Pastor Don Stauty  
Redeemer Lutheran – Virginia, MN 
Gloria Dei – Aurora, MN 

May 23 
Pastor Mark Peske  
Our Redeemer Lutheran - Cohasset, MN 

May 30 
Pastor Robert Franck  
Mt. Olive Lutheran - Duluth, MN 

 

 

 

Please send contributions to: 
MSL Northland 
c/o Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
2012 East Superior Street 
Duluth MN  55812 
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THANK YOU to those who have 
continued to contribute to Mount 

Olive's operating costs over the past year. 
It has been hard, but we have been 

getting through this and we really do 
appreciate your offerings. 

Again, if you want to make donations to Mount Olive with VanCo Faith, 
you can set up a one-time, monthly, or weekly donation. You can do this 
by filling out a form on the narthex table or clicking a link at our website 
mtoliveduluth.org. Thanks to LCEF which is covering most of the costs to 
Mount Olive. If you donate through your checking account, we will 
receive 100% of your donation. Credit card 
donations do have a small fee. 

 

Thank you to all who contribute to Thrivent!  Our members and 
past members continue to contribute which helps to further 
support our important work at Mt. Olive.  Thank you, Thank 
you!! 

 

 

 Our prayers and condolences go Bunny Hein 
and Robin Muench on the passing of Noreen 
Pittsford (sister-in-law and  aunt).  She 
passed away in Texas April 25, 2021 at the 
age of 96.  Bunny said she was the best sister-

in-law ever.  May God’s grace be with Bunny and her family as 
they grieve their loss.  

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

Matthew 11:28-30 
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 May Anniversaries 

  2 Marv & Judy Hoops 57 years 

  4 Dave & Christine Erven 30 years 

  7  Lisa and Guy Shearer 33 years 

10  Eileen and Ian Mackenzie 63 years 

23 Robert & Gayle Franck 34 years 

29  David & Barbara Sheedy   39 years 

30 John & Barbara Hass 40 years 

 

 
 

May Birthdays 

  1  James Miller 

      David Sorenson 

  2  Joshua Franck 

      Nickcole Pederson 

  3 Jerry Hass 

  7 Sarah Stepec 

10 Randy Muench 

11 Reed Polzin 

14  Alex Lietzan 

15 Wyatt Robison 

16 Jon Franck 

  

 

17 Blake Wandersee    

18 Kate Jones 

19 Teresa Koivula 

20 George Steensma 

23 Margaret Nielson 

24 Sylvia Linder 

25  Seth Stepec 

28 Jeremy Cary 

29 Cheryl Beaver 

 

 

 

 

  

 

In Our Prayers for Healing  

Dagmar Seybold 

Dave Sorenson 


